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Recorded Sayings of Chan Master Gui-shan of Tan-Zhou
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Compiled by the Sramana Yu-Feng Yuan-Xin of Jin Shan Monastery and

Guo Ning-Zhi, owner of the Groundless Ground
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He was born into the Zhao family at Chang-xi in Fu-zhou. When he was
fifteen he left home to become a monk. He was tonsured by the Vinaya
master Fa-Chang at the Chien-shan Monastery in his native town and
studied with the master.2014/02/08/PM21:30
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Later he went to the Lung-Xing Monastery in Hang-zhou, where he
devoted himself to study both the Mahayana and the Hinayana

teachings.2014/02/09/AM10:00
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At the age of twenty-three he traveled to Jiangsi, where he visited Master
Bai-zhang Huai-hai. As soon as the master saw his visitor he gave him
permission to enter his quarter, and thereafter Gui-shan became
Bai-zhang's leading disciple.
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One day Gui-shan was attending to Master Bai-zhang, who asked him:
"Who are you?" "I am Ling-you." "Will you poke the fire pot to see if there
is some burning charcoal in it?" said Bai-zhang. Gui-shan did so, and then
said, "There is no burning charcoal."2014/02/09 PM21:00
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Master Bai-zhang rose from his seat. Poking deep into the fire pot, he

extracted a small glowing piece of charcoal which he showed to Gui-shan,
saying, "You told me there was none. But is this not a burning piece?"
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At this, Gui-shan was awakened. Thereupon he made a profound bow and
told Bai-zhang his realization. However, Bai-zhang explained: "You have
merely stumbled upon a fork in the path.2014/2/10 AM10:14
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The Sutra says, 'To behold the Buddha-nature one must wait for the right
moment and the right conditions. When the time comes, it is as if one is
awakened from confusion. It is as if one's memory recalls something long
forgotten. One realizes that it is one's own and not gained from
others.'2014/2/10 PM15:30
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Thus an ancestral master said, 'Having awakened is the same as before one
was awakened. There is no mind and there is no Dharma. One is simply
free from illusion and delusion. The mind of the ordinary person is the
same as that of the sage. The Mind is originally perfect and complete in
itself."” Now that you have attained this recognition, protect and uphold
what you have achieved. "2014/2/11 AM10:30
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The next day, Gui-shan went to work in the hill with Bai-zhang. Bai-zhang
asked him, "Did you bring fire?" Gui-shan said, "Yes I did." Bai-zhang said,



"Where is it?" Gui-shan picked up a piece of wood, blew on it twice, and
handed it to Bai-zhang. Bai-zhang said, "Just like insects nipping on wood."
(Jing-shan Gao commented, "If Bai-zhang didn't have anything to say, he

would have been deceived by the chef."
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One time, Gui-shan was serving as the monastery chef. Si-ma, the
wandering ascetic monk came forth with the case of the wild-fox and
asked the Gui-shan what he thought.
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Gui-shan shook the door panel three times. Si-ma said, "That's too coarse."
Gui-shan said, "What does being coarse or fine have anything to do with
Buddhadharma?"
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One day, Si-ma came from Hunan and told Bai-zhang that he had found
this mountain called Great Gui which could accommodate one thousand
five hundred monks. Bai-zhang asked, "Can I live there?" Si-ma answered
that it would not be a good preaching place for Bai-zhang. Bai-zhang
asked why he said that. Si-ma pointed out that Master Bai-zhang was a



ascetic, while Gui was a mountain of flesh, and that if he go there, he could
expect fewer than a thousand disciples.
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Bai-zhang asked Si-ma whether he thought that among his students there
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might be one suitable to act as abbot on the mountain. Si-ma answered
him that he would like to see all his disciples one by one. Bai-zhang
thereupon sent for the head monk. Si-ma ordered him to cough deeply
once and pace several steps, and afterward announced that this monk was
not qualified for the post.
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Bai-zhang sent for Ling-you, who was the kitchen supervisor of the temple.
As soon as he saw him Si-ma announced, "Here we have the right man to
be the

Master of Mount Gui!" The same night Bai-zhang called Ling-you to his
chamber and told him, "Mount Gui will be a splendid place to carry forth
the teaching of our school and to extend enlightenment to the generation
to come.”
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When the head monk, Hua-lin, heard of this decision he complained to
Bai-zhang, pointing out that he was the head monk and deserved the
appointment. How could Ling-you rightfully be appointed abbot of Mount
Gui? Bai-zhang told him: "If you can make an outstanding response in
front of the assembly, you shall receive the appointment." Bai-zhang then



pointed to a pitcher and asked him, "Do not call this a pitcher. What would
you call it instead?" Hua-lin answered, "It cannot be called a wooden
wedge."
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Master Bai-zhang did not accept this, and turned to Ling-you, demanding
his answer. Ling-you kicked the pitcher and left it behind. Master
Bai-zhang then laughed and said, "Our head monk has lost his bid for
Mount Gui." Ling-you subsequently was sent to be abbot of Mount Gui.

THE END
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Mount Gui had formerly been an inaccessible region. The rocks were steep
and high, and no one lived there. Only monkeys could be found for
companions and only chestnuts were available as food. After 5 to 7 years,
there’ s barely no people came and learned from Master Ling-you.
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At that time, Ling-you thought that his stay at this mountain was for
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benefiting people, since there' s no people here to learn the true nature
from me, then it’ s not necessary for staying here only benefiting myself.
So he decided to leave and go some other place. Just when arriving the
entrance of Mount Gui, he saw tigers, snakes, wolves and leopards blocked
his way out. Master Ling-you said “Ifit" sthe destiny of me to stay in this
mountain, then all of you just dismissed and I would stay. If not, then I
should be your meal when I passed by you as you wished.” All animals left
right after hearing his saying, so Master Ling-you went back to Mount Gui.
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When people at the foot of the mountain heard that Master
Ling-you was living there they assembled to build a monastery for
him. Through General Li Ching-jang's recommendation the Royal
Court granted the title Tung-ching to the monastery. Often the
Prime Minister, Pei Hsiu, came to the Master to ask questions
about the meaning of Chan, and from this period onward devotees
from all over the country journeyed to Mount Gui.
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